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PRESS RELEASE

Metro Parks Sued for Blocking Access to the Park

Today, Metro Hydroelectric Company LLC (MHC), a duly incorporated Ohio company, filed a
lawsuit in Federal District Court in Akron against the Metro Parks, Serving Summit County. The
Metro Parks has blocked the pursuit of environmental studies and denied the utilization by MHC
of Ohio Edison’s retained property rights. MHC is filing this suit in order to go forward with the
investigation into the revitalization of the Ohio Edison Dam to build a hydro plant that will not
pollute, will not have toxic emissions, and will not damage or extinguish natural resources. It is

Akron’s chance to cash in on green renewable energy.

For the past 2 years, MCH has been preparing to undertake the needed environmental,
socioeconomic and recreational studies which will determine what impacts the project might have
on the river and the surrounding properties. On March 9", 2006 the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission (FERC), who have sole jurisdiction of hydro development, determined what studies
were to be performed, when and how. MHC has carefully followed this process. It is only by
performing these exhaustive studies that we can all truly judge the merits of this project.

On May 1st, 2006 Metro Parks passed Resolution 47-2006 against the hydroelectric project and
has obstructed MHC from undertaking these federally mandated studies by blocking access to
the park. The lawsuit alleges that these acts are an improper usurpation of federal power by a
local government body.

Not wanting to wait for the results of the studies, Metro Parks has decided to take matters into its
own hands by refusing access to the park with armed park rangers, threatened police action,

have posted signs with inaccurate information, has refused to listen objectively to proponents of
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the project and hold timely meetings.

Metro Parks has also claimed that the property easement to the dam and park is invalid, stating
Ohio Edison has “abandoned” the property. Ohio Edison has maintained and upgraded the dam,
the transmission line and performed many other measures since donating the land. When they
donated the land in 1929 Ohio Edison permanently retained comprehensive rights to its use for

electrical generation and transmission which it has granted to MHC.

David Sinclair, President of MHC, said the project brings benefits to the community:

= Around 2,000 homes in our community will benefit from a dependable renewable source
of energy

= This green energy does not pollute the environment with CO, emissions the way coal, oil
and gas do

= Hydro power is clean renewable energy. Unlike coal, oil and gas whose residues are
disposed of each time we consume it, the river’s energy can be used without harm

= The project will add more oxygen to the river, which will aid fish and aquatic life

= This project will be shown to be environmentally, aesthetically and socially responsible

= Hydroelectric power is cheaper than solar or wind, and yes, we directly help reduce our
dependence on foreign oil

MHC'’s stated desire is to link efforts with the Metro Parks, rather then setting them in opposition.
Sinclair stated, “This project is in the best interest of the community and if we could unite the
Metro Parks concerns, environmental knowledge and stewardship with us, as a local company, to
create a green energy project, it could be a showcase program for the Nation to replicate. We
hope we can move forward with the studies in a timely fashion and then our whole community will
be able to see the results and judge the project’s merits rather than Metro Parks making that
decision for us.”
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